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remember! s Will you fight with the sword ? *
' No, sir/ c The pistol ?? c Nos sir.' c The sabre,
the knife ?? c No, sir/ c Ah^ then, 1 see what you
want. You are not fastidious. What you want
Is a due! in the prairie* 1 agree. We will replace
the prairie by a five-storied house. You are
permitted to conceal yourself in the vegetation/
Chevalier used to recite The Duel in the Prairie in
a very humorous manner,, He amused me greatly
that night. It is true that I am not an ungrateful
audience ; I worship the theatre.

The commissary was not listening. He was
following up his own train of thought,

"It will never be known,, how many fortunes
and lives are devoured each year by the part mutuel.
Gambling never releases its victims ; when it has
despoiled them of everything, It still remains their
only hope. What else, indeed, will permit them
to hope ?"

He ceased, straining his ear to catch the distant
cry of a newsveiidor, and rushed out into the
avenue in pursuit of the fugitive yelping shadow^
hailed him, and snatched from him a sporting paper,
which he spread out under the light of a gas-lamp^
scanning its pages for certain names of horses:
ts-poi$) La Ch&ieMn^ Lmrhe* With haggard

sj trembling hands^ dumbfounded! crushed, he
dropped the sheet: his horse had not won,